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S ONE ANSWER to the loud ‘cr ilicisms of Umted States |

' A intelligence agencies and their ineptness in the Cuban i
{

|

. fiasco, the state department has orgamzed a_ne new “speclal
operations command post,” to be 1 manned 24 hours a day
‘This gmup—so new 1t ‘'has not yet . been furnished with
initials~will be composed of ‘people from- the state depart- ‘
! 'ment the military, the’ central intelligence -agency, and per- I

haps the United States mfgxmatxon agency. Its duties are so.
far a little vague. It i is suppused to sift all intelligerice reports;
expedite the flow of mtelllgence from existing: agencies to the
President and the secretary of state, with recommendatxon
for action; and ‘“ make sure that %he Pre51dent’s orders’ are
‘being carried out.” "’ . Ao g
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ONCEIVABLX ’I_‘}ﬁ __I)I_EW._‘.LCOMMAND POST..’.’»ishthe !
C answer, to the demonstrated _weaknesses, of existmgmxtel- }
]

. ligence agencxes
! But the ““ command post " might be just one more manifes-’
" tation of burocratitis: When trouble develops in officialdom,
' Washington’s first and overwhelming impulse is to set up yet
‘ another organization .to deal with it, instead of ‘improving |

' what it already has ; ..

i .

| HERE IS A MORE SERIOUS cause for misgiviog. Who,
| , in the new ‘‘ command post,” will have the authority te
make recommendations for action? Obviously, the boss of the

“ command post’’ will wield’ considerable power. He i8 Theo-

" dore C. Achilles, a career foreign service officer and former
' ambassador to Peru. His special assistant is Stephen E, Smith,
' 33 years old, President Kennedy’s brother-in-law, . ;
The _new office may end all confusion and bumblmg in

. the intelligence du,smns of the govemment But let’s wait.
} and watch the perforxpance o
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